Implantofix vascular access system: an experience with 19 patients.
The use of implantable vascular access devices has increased rapidly in recent years. We have placed the new Implantofix Implantable Drug Delivery System 7500 in 19 patients. The patients reported only minor discomfort. The majority of the nurses found the Implantofix port easier to access than other ports, and some reported less swelling and soreness at the port site. Some of the physicians had difficulty visualizing the radiopaque catheter on X-ray; Burron is currently developing a more radiopaque system. The Implantofix system offers several important benefits. Its compact size assures minimal discomfort for the patient. A new peel-away sheath offers a choice of insertion methods. The system is particularly economical because it can be implanted in an ambulatory care facility or an outpatient surgery room equipped with fluoroscopic capabilities.